
Linked to knowledge



In a world where access to knowledge is more and 

more important for personal and professional 

education, libraries are a source to be discovered 

and exploited. SBA - Sistema Bibliotecario d’Ateneo 

(the academic libraries system) offers many places 

where to consult texts and study, but even more. 

It is a network which offers advanced online 

services, a reference point where to deepen studies 

and hold a dialogue with professional staff able 

to lead you among different sources efficiently 

and with competence. The academic library system 

opens the new era of bookworms, whose symbol is 

the mouse and whose objective is to be linked to 

knowledge.

The academic libraries system coordinates all 

libraries of the University of Bologna which are 

responsible for conversing handling, brings out and 

develops the libraries offer. It favours a high quality 

education system and professional staff.

Together with CIB – the interlibrary centre – which 

handles libraries automation and promotes the 

use of new technologies, the  academic libraries 

system (SBA) ensures users advanced and innovative 

services, as well as participation in national and EU 

projects and initiatives. 

The library network
The academic library system (SBA) of the University of Bologna 
offers a collection of books, journals, textbooks and databases 
both on traditional and on electronic form. It also ensures 
advanced bibliographic services, specialised for each research 
field to support teaching and research. 

The network includes:
65 libraries
6.000 seats

With a collection of 
3.500.000 volumes
43.000 paper journals   
21.000 online journals   
250 databases   
20.000 e-books

Librarian
This professional staff has changed and acquired new broader 
competences. The librarian today is an information broker. He 
helps students in finding books, he offers reference services, he 
locates bibliographic material not available in single libraries, he 
helds seminars and is responsible for teaching users how to use 
services and bibliographic resources. 
The service Ask the librarian (Chiedi al bibliotecario) permits 
to receive quick anwers to e-mail requests of bibliographic 
information.

Services
Consulting and reading Academic libraries offer reading rooms 
where to consult bibliographic resources, study and use PC for 
online researches.
Loan Users can loan books or make reservations if they are 
already on loan. 
Interlibrary loan Libraries can request interlibrary loans to 
Italian or foreign libraries for their users.
Portal Libraries portal of the University of Bologna www.
biblioteche.unibo.it offers an integrated access to the following 
information services: 
•	 SBN Bolognese union catalogue (SBN stands for National 

libraries system) where to find books and other materials such 
as musical CDs, videos, photos and geographic maps. Users can 
save their researches on their web space. 

•	 Italian union catalogue of serials (ACNP) to search serials.
•	 Databases and online serials: electronic resources for advanced 

searches.
•	 Complete list of libraries, of their services and link to their web 

sites. 

Other services
Alma DL Digital library of the Univers
ity of Bologna. It collects, preserves and make available online 
digital collections to support teaching and research. 

CIL (Tutorial)  Online tutorial to locale, evaluate and use 
information and learn how to use information resources available 
on the Internet. 
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